Government and the  Crowd

assemblies) in proportion to the size of the crowds that
returned them, the desired result would be obtained, with-
out the necessity for any redistribution bills or other
gerrymandering arrangements.

It has been asserted that aa state is in essence a great
"joint-stock company with unlimited liability on the
"part of the shareholders." The analogy will not hold
except in a time of war for national existence, and even
then it is only the unlimited liability that all share. A
state is essentially a vast crowd, a tremendous human
organism, a Leviathan (to use the metaphor of Hobbes).
A company on the other hand is not a crowd; it is merely
a group of co-operating individuals, each desirous of his
own profit and realising that that can only in the special
case be obtained by co-operating with others. No one
inquires as to the character of his fellow shareholders.
You never see a successful company moved by emotion
even when assembled in general meeting. The units are
not united by emotion. It is only when something goes
wrong and when a company does not effect its purpose
that a common emotion of any sort arises in a company
meeting. The purpose of a company is dividends. The
purpose of a nation is the pursuit of ideals. Citizens have
to make their living; it is little that any government can
do to help them, though in much it can hinder. Every
country pursues its ideals collectively rather than its busi-
ness. That is what gives dignity to the great crowds. If
it were not so, nations would only be great beasts of a
pernicious character, and the first aim of civilisation
would have to be to break them up.
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